
Welcome to Bamford Pre-school 
Thank you for choosing Bamford Pre-school - this is the start of an exciting new 
chapter for you and your child. Inside this pack you should find all the 
information you need but if you have any questions at all please just let us 
know. 

Bamford Pre-school is open to children from 2 years old, up until the time that they 
start school. 

We are a member of the Pre-School Learning Alliance, and have been inspected and 
approved by Ofsted. A copy of the Ofsted report is displayed on the pre-school 
notice board, or alternatively you may view it online at www.ofsted.gov.uk.  

It is also a member of the Early Years Partnership and has close links with Bamford 
Primary School. The link is reflected through visits by the Reception teacher and by 
the sharing of ongoing children’s records. We also introduced the idea of “Story 
Sacks”, whereby the half term before children leaves Playgroup for school, they are 
escorted down into the reception classroom on a weekly basis, and are able to 
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We’re social 
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choose from a selection of sacks containing books and items related to a variety of themes. Each week they 
return the story sack and select another. These provide the opportunity to further the children’s literacy 
experience whilst becoming familiar with the reception 
classroom and the teacher, Mrs Coulson. 

The leader, who is supported by a number of 
assistants, runs the sessions. All staff are recognisable 
by their navy blue Bamford Pre-School Playgroup 
shirts. 

Parents, grandparents and carers are always welcome 
and are encouraged to attend Playgroup sessions to 
provide additional help. This should be arranged in 
advance with the Playgroup leader.  

A morning at playgroup… 

Please arrive for Playgroup at 9.00 a.m. The staff will be busy setting up the morning’s activities, so if you are 
early, please wait in the yard. A member of staff will unlock the door and invite you in when the session is 
ready to start. If you are late arriving, please knock on the door or window and a member of staff will let you 
in. When you collect your children at 12 p.m. please wait in the yard and your children will be brought out to 
you. Your child will only be released to the appropriate adult known to the leader and staff, or pre-entered in 
the collection book. 

If you are collecting your child late or are detained for any reason, please phone Playgroup to make 
appropriate arrangements for your child. We would like to remind parents that Playgroup’s responsibility for 
the safety and welfare of the children only starts once your child has entered into the building, and continues 
only until you have received your child back from the staff, when they reach the top of the path leading down 
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A typical morning session 
 9.00   Arrive, settle and register 
 9.10   Letter and colour of the week 
 9.20   Activities 
10.00   Free flow outdoors 
10.30   Rolling snack 
11.00   Songs and Rhymes 
11.10   Physical play 
11.45   Story & coats on 
12.00   Home time 



to the hall at 12.00pm. After this, and before entering the hall, the children are under parent/carer 
supervision.  

A register of attendance is taken at the beginning of each session, after which the children can choose from the 
various activities on offer. Milk or water and snacks are provided mid-morning. Please inform the Playgroup 
leader if your child has any special dietary requirements. 

Weekly activities: 
 
We aim to make each day a fun and happy one for 
your child with an exciting schedule of daily 
activities, ranging from craft and baking to 
gardening and our very popular mud-kitchen!  

These activities provide lots of 
enjoyment for the children, but 
at the same time they’ll be 
learning valuable life skills and 
growing in confidence. 

Muddy Mondays 
Arts & Crafts Tuesdays  
Making & Baking Wednesdays  
Welly Walk Thursdays  
Gardening & Natures Fridays 

Meet the team: 
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CAROLINE HUNTER 

Leader: 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday

WENDY RIDGEWAY 

Deputy Leader: 
Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday

ANGELA RACKSHAW 

Playgroup Ast: Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday

!! !

HANNAH SOMERSET 

Playgroup Ast: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday.



How to pay for your child: 

This is the current pricing structure at Bamford Preschool: 

• £9.50 per session: unfunded children aged 2 – 3 years old 
• £11.25 per session: For any child aged 3 and over who is eligible for funding but chooses to take their 

funding at another early years setting. 

Payment is made upon receipt of an invoice at the beginning of each half term, or may be made on a weekly 
basis should you prefer. Cheques should be made payable to “Bamford Pre-School Playgroup”. Once a place 
has been allocated to a child, payment must still be made when the child does not attend for any reason, e.g. 
holidays, sickness etc. 

Government funding for pre-school places for three and four year olds is available to children from the start of 
the term after their third birthday, and from this date payment may be made by voucher. Some two year olds 
are also eligible for funding, if you think you may be eligible please ask for information.  

Playgroup and parents/carers: 

The Playgroup team attaches great importance to its 
partnership with parents and carers. Parents are welcome 
to come to discuss their child’s progress at any time.  Staff 
are always keen to share experiences and hear about any 
concerns or problems. Please support us by completing 
our regular feedback forms that invite comments on your 
child’s progress and development. 

We are also keen to encourage 
parents to share in their child’s 
experiences at Playgroup. 

 To support this effort we produce regular newsletters, display the children’s work, and welcome parents into 
the group to help with activities or take part in story time. Please speak to the Playgroup leader if you would 
like to help in this way. Please also look at the wall planners at the side of the hatch and notice board in the 
entrance to Playgroup as this is continually updated and shows the activities planned. 

If you would like to visit Playgroup before your child starts, please speak to the Playgroup leader. 
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Health & Safety: 

A First Aid box and accident book is available at Playgroup. If your child becomes ill whilst at Playgroup you 
will be notified as soon as possible. Children with any infection, or with sickness and diarrhoea, should 
wait 48 hours before attending Playgroup. Please make the Playgroup leader aware of any other health 
issues with implications for other children (such as head lice). 

At pre-school we are trying to decrease the spread of illnesses so if your child is unwell, not 100%, under the 
weather on a Playgroup morning or has been ill during the night, (see above for guidance on sickness and 
diarrhoea), we feel it would benefit the child and setting to recover at a quicker rate without mixing with 
other children’s germs, hence a speedy recovery.  

Children are taught basic hygiene after using the toilet. A copy of the full Health & Safety policy is available 
on request. 

Our Activities: 

During each session, children are encouraged to take 
part in a range of activities, such as construction, 
playing with water and sand, dressing up, painting 
and mark making. We also have a computer and 
laptop, which encourages children to develop there 
understanding in areas such as numbers, colours and 
shapes. Children enjoy a snack and drink, followed by 
a group activity which is usually done outside and 
each session ends with a story. In all weathers, we 
make use of the yard to the front of the building for 
part of the session; please ensure your child comes 
with a coat and suitable footwear for running around.  

Aprons are provided for messy activities and we always use washable paints. However, we cannot guarantee 
that clothes will not be marked so please do not send them in their best clothes. We do have navy blue 
Bamford Pre-school t-shirts and sweatshirts for sale, which gives the child a sense of belonging and saves their 
clothes getting spoilt. Should you wish to purchase either of these, please hand the order form enclosed in this 
pack to a member of staff. 
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Phonics & Colour of the Week 
We work closely with Bamford Primary School to improve and align 
the way in which we teach phonics at pre-school.   As a result, we 
are introducing the children to the Speed Sounds Chart, so that they 
are familiar with phonics from an early age. 

Each week we have a different ‘speed sound’ and ‘colour of the week’, 
which is displayed on the notice board and our morning board in the 
setting, we encourage children to bring in objects beginning with the 
speed sound and colour. 

Equipment and Premises: 

The main room is spacious with good natural light. Toilet and hand-washing facilities are available. We also 
have a “messy play” room. There are a wide range of toys and equipment available for the children, and 
Playgroup regularly invests in improving its resources. There is a yard to the front of the building where the 
children can play safely in all weather. We also have use of Bamford Primary School’s playground when 
required.  

Key People: 

Bamford Pre-School operates on a key worker system, where each new child is allocated a member of staff as 
their own key person after the first week depending on who the child initially bonds with.  This person keeps 
records of your child’s progress in line with the National Curriculum.  Their role also will be to help your child 
to settle in to our pre-school environment.  They are also are there if you have any concerns.   
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Learning through play 

The aim of Playgroup is to support the development of the whole child. 
We set out to provide a caring environment that is safe and secure, 
enabling the children to be relaxed, confident, happy and emotionally 
stable. We offer activities that are stimulating and exciting, designed to 
encourage awareness and awaken curiosity. The children are 
encouraged to call staff by their first names and good manners are 
always encouraged.



The Foundation Stage is the first stage of the National Curriculum focusing on the distinct needs of children 
aged 3 to the end of reception year in Primary School. The Foundation Stage is delivered in a range of settings 
and has six learning areas; these are:  

• Personal, social and emotional development 
• Communication, language and literacy 
• Problem Solving, Reasoning & Numeracy 
• Knowledge and understanding of the world 
• Physical development 
• Creative development 

Facebook: 
Bamford Pre-school has a public Facebook page, so that new parents can find out about us and 
contact the pre-school for more information.  However, to protect your child’s privacy we have a 
closed group that only parents who have children currently at preschool are invited too.  This is 
where we share pictures and useful information. We invite parents based on the email you provided 
when you enrolled your child, if you would like both parents to be included please let us know 
additional email addresses.  

Playgroup Committee: 
Bamford Pre-school is run by a group of volunteers, who support the teaching team and also 
fundraise for the playgroup.  We always welcome new members who can offer some of their time 
and/or skills to help us keep Bamford Pre-school thriving. Information about committee meetings 
will be included in your monthly newsletter as well as reminders on our Facebook page - please come  
along to one of the meetings or speak to one of the team to find out more. 

Committee 

Chair: Kate Pearson (Jack’s mum) 
Secretary: Victoria Fowler (Beatrix’s mum) 
Treasurer: Victoria Watson 

Fundraising Committee 

Abigail Baker (Henry’s Mum) 
Helen Benson (Elliot’s Mum) 
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Feedback: 

If you wish to complain, or indeed to compliment Playgroup, please speak to a member of staff or the 
Management Committee. If you feel your complaint has not been dealt with to your satisfaction, then you may 
wish to contact Ofsted.  The telephone number for Ofsted is 0845 640 40 40 or write to them at: 

North Regional Centre 
3rd Floor 
Royal Exchange Buildings 
St Ann’s Square 
Manchester 
M2 7LA
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